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What is a Local Strategic Planning Statement?

The Local Strategic Planning Statement 2025 (LSPS 2025) provides the strategic roadmap for a
changing Central Coast Region. It sets a clear land use vision for the future, that responds to the
unique qualities of our region and the evolving needs of our local community. The LSPS provides
guidance on land use planning decisions through planning principles and associated actions, to help
inform future strategic plans and policies, and deliverables for Council’s Delivery Programs and
Operational Plan.

The desired outcomes of the LSPS will enable Council to undertake meaningful discussions with
community, industry, and other government agencies as to how development, business, investment
and infrastructure is planned, managed and delivered while preserving the Central Coast's
environment and unique character.

Council has a legal obligation under the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 (the Act) to
deliver a LSPS and a Community Strategic Plan, which together guide the long term social,
environmental and economic aspirations of the community. The LSPS25 also aligns with the
opportunities and directions outlined in the NSW State Government’s Central Coast Regional Plan
2041, and identities how we intend on delivering better outcomes for our community. Section 3.9 of
the Act requires Councils to outline the basis for strategic planning, identified planning priorities,
proposed actions, and monitoring and reporting pathways.

What is the Central Coast Regional Plan 20417

The regional plan is a 20-year land use plan prepared by the NSW Government under the
Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 (EP&A Act) and guides how the region can become
a healthy, sustainable, and thriving place for everyone, with a strategic approach to greater housing
diversity and affordability.

The regional plan and the LSPS have common interests and intent. Without duplicating effort, the
distinctive features are the consideration and alignment with other Council strategies, and
identification of Council’s actions and planning principles.

What is the Community Strategic Plan 20257

The Community Strategic Plan 2025, updated in parallel to the LSPS, is a 10-year plan that was
developed through community engagement to help set the goals and strategies to achieve the
communities desired vision. The LSPS responds to goals and directions of the CSP and presents a
strategic land use direction for the Central Coast.

Local Strategic Planning Statement 2025 5
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How to read the LSPS

There are five parts to the LSPS:

- e The overarching message about the desired future
1' 20 Year \/lSlOﬂ direction of the Central Coast Region, informed by ongoing

community consultation. Provides for a 20-year planning
horizon.

. The makeup of our community, previous local insights, and
2' Strateglc the major changing trends that will drive decision-making

Context across our region.

3 Re iOﬂ Statements that identify planning issues which affect

: g everyone or at least a large majority of people in the region.

Statements Guided by State planning and the themes of the Central
Coast Community Strategic Plan 2025.

4 Wa rd Statements that identify a broad overview of planning
: issues which affect a singular Council Ward. Aligned to the
StatementS local electoral boundaries within the Central Coast. There

are five Council Wards in the region.

| Statements that identify planning issues which affect a
5. Place Oy ‘ o ara
gular Planning Area. These are more fine-grained areas
Statements aligned to statistical boundaries of the national census.
There are eight Planning Areas in the region.

Local Strategic Planning Statement 2025 6
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Central Coast Region

Local Government Area

Council Wards

Electoral Boundaries

Planning Areas
ABS Statistical Boundaries
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One Region

The Central Coast region is unique in that one local government area spans the entire region. The
Central Coast Regional Plan 2041 establishes the top-down strategic direction for the region. The
Local Strategic Planning Statement focuses on local planning considerations, informed by local
strategies and plans, and consultation with the local community to ensure regional and local
objectives align and meet community needs.

State

The regional plan is a 20-year land
W use. plan prepared u.nder the
“L“"; Environmental ~ Planning  and
NSW Assessment Act 1979 (EP&A Act)
and guides how the region can
become a healthy, sustainable and
thriving place for everyone, with a
strategic approach to greater
housing diversity and affordability.

GOVERNMENT

Central Coast
Regional Plan

The Draft Community Strategic
Plan 2025, updated in parallel to
the LSPS, is a 10-year plan that was
developed through community
engagement to help set the
Comm_unity priorities and activities to achieve
Strategic Plan the communities desired visions
and outcomes.

The Local Strategic Planning
Statement focuses on local

Local planning and land use, informed
Strategic by local strategies and plans, and
Planning consultation  with  the local
Statement community to ensure regional and
local objectives align and meet
community needs.

Locol- Local Development
Strategies Environmental Cont ?PI
and Plans Plan onirol Flan

Local Strategic Planning Statement 2025 8
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Our Community Strategic Plan

The Community Strategic Plan (CSP) is a ten-year plan that outlines the community’s priorities,
vision, and aspirations for the future of the Central Coast. The CSP serves to guide all other Council
plans and decision-making processes, to ensure all progress and development links back to our

community’s aspirations.
i

CSP 2025 Themes

8
oOo 2 @!II
o © R
5 v I = R4
Our People Our Environment Our Place Our Economy Our Leadership

Our LSPS Framework

The LSPS is informed by the Community Strategic Plan, which identifies the main priorities and
aspirations of the Central Coast community. The LSPS framework guides planning and development,
to assist decision making in land use matters.

The five themes of the CSP; people, land, place, economy and leadership are echoed across this
document and guide its structure.

The planning priorities, region statements and place statements under each of these themes have
been developed though community engagement, guiding research on economic trends and socio-
demographic changes, both specific to the Central Coast LGA, and the broader economic and political
climate.

The planning actions have been developed through consultation with Council staff, engagement
with community members, and alignment with other Council and State Government strategic
documents, particularly the Central Coast Regional Plan 2041. These actions are Council's
commitment to our community to ensure we align with the themes, principles and actions outlined
in the LSPS.

Local Strategic Planning Statement 2025 9
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Strategic Context

MAITLAND
PORT STEPHENS
NEWCASTLE
@ GREATER
NEWCASTLE
CESSNOCK N
-.-1Ac'étjh E

CENTRAL

COAST As New South Wales increases in

O population, regional cities across the state
will provide a greater role in delivering
services, transport, and housing to the
community.

The Central Coast is strategically
positioned between Greater Sydney and
Greater Newcastle to meet the needs of
NSW communities.

GREATER
SYDNEY

Local Strategic Planning Statement 2025 10
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