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Oath or Affirmation of Office 

 

Councillors are reminded of their Oath or Affirmation of Office to undertake their duties in 

the best interests of the people of the Central Coast and Council and to faithfully and 

impartially carry out the functions, powers, authorities, and discretions vested in them under 

the Local Government Act 1993, or any other Act to the best of their ability and judgement. 

Councillors are also reminded of their obligations under the Code of Conduct to disclose and 

appropriately manage conflicts of interest.  

 

Disclosures of Interest 

 

Councillors are reminded of their obligation under Council’s Code of Conduct to declare any 

conflict of interest in a matter considered by Council.  

 

Pecuniary interest: A Councillor who has a pecuniary interest in any matter with which the 

Council is concerned, and who is present at a meeting of the Council at which the matter is 

being considered, must disclose the nature of the interest to the meeting. The Councillor 

must not be present at, or in sight of, the meeting: 

a) At any time during which the matter is being considered or discussed, or 

b) At any time during which the Council is voting on any question in relation to the matter.  

 

Non-Pecuniary conflict of interest: A Councillor who has a non-pecuniary conflict of 

interest in a matter, must disclose the relevant private interest in relation to the matter fully 

and on each occasion on which the non-pecuniary conflict of interest arises in relation to the 

matter.   

 

Significant Non-Pecuniary conflict of interest: A Councillor who has a significant non-

pecuniary conflict of interest in relation to a matter under consideration at a Council 

meeting, must manage the conflict of interest as if they had a pecuniary interest in the 

matter.  

 

Non-Significant Non-Pecuniary interest: A Councillor who determines that they have a 

non-pecuniary conflict of interest in a matter that is not significant and does not require 

further action, when disclosing the interest it must also be explained why the conflict of 

interest is not significant and does not require further action in the circumstances.  

 

Recording 

 

In accordance with the NSW Privacy and Personal Information Protection Act 1998, you are 

advised that all discussion held during the Open Council meeting is recorded for the purpose 

of livestreaming the public meeting and verifying the minutes. This will include any public 

discussion involving a councillor, staff member or a member of the public. 
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Meeting Notice 

 

The Ordinary Council Meeting  

of Central Coast Council 

will be held in the Central Coast Council Chambers,  

2 Hely Street, Wyong 

on Tuesday 29 April 2025 at 6.30pm, 

for the transaction of the business listed below: 

 

The Public Forum will commence at 6.00pm, subject to any 

registered speaker/s to items listed on this agenda.  

Further information and details on registration process: 

www.centralcoast.nsw.gov.au/council/meetings-and-minutes/council-

meetings    
 

 

SUPPLEMENTARY BUSINESS PAPER 

 

 

5 QUESTIONS WITH NOTICE 

5.2 Question with Notice - Probity Planning and the Wamberal Seawall Project ......................... 6  

  

 

   

  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

David Farmer 

Chief Executive Officer

https://www.centralcoast.nsw.gov.au/council/meetings-and-minutes/council-meetings
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Reference: F2025/00016 - D16803390 

Author: Councillor Corinne Lamont,   

 

 

 

5.2 Question with Notice - Probity Planning and the Wamberal Seawall 

Project 

 

The following question was submitted by Councillor C Lamont: 
 

Council recently responded to a Councillor enquiry that “no probity risks were 

identified” during the initial phase of the Wamberal Beach Terminal Protection and 

Sand Nourishment project, which commenced in 2020. This position is inconsistent 

with Council’s Probity Advice Policy, as well as with the governance expectations 

raised at the first meeting of the Wamberal Seawall Advisory Taskforce, where 

Council staff were tasked with developing a governance plan for the project. 

 

The seawall project was, and remains, a complex, high-risk initiative involving 

multiple stakeholders, including private landowners, state government agencies, and 

Council in dual roles as both landowner and regulator. Notably, this occurred during 

a period when Council was under administration, with no Councillor or community 

oversight of the project. These circumstances are precisely those that elevate probity 

risks and, under Council’s own policy, require early and proactive probity planning, 

regardless of whether risks had been formally recorded at the time. 

 

Council’s Probity Advice Policy specifically calls for the early consideration of probity 

in projects involving infrastructure delivery, reputational sensitivity, and public/private 

interface, all of which were present from the outset. Despite this, and despite the 

Taskforce explicitly identifying the need for probity planning in its first meeting in 

August 2020, a probity plan for the Wamberal Beach Seawall project was not adopted 

until February 2024, nearly four years after project commencement. 

 

Given the requirements in Council’s Probity Advice Policy for early probity planning, 

and given that the Wamberal Seawall Advisory Taskforce identified this need in its 

first meeting and assigned the development of a governance plan to Council staff, on 

what basis did Council determine that no probity risks existed at the commencement 

of the project, and who made that determination? 

 
 

 

Item No: 5.2  

Title: Question with Notice - Probity Planning and the 

Wamberal Seawall Project 

 

Department: Councillor  
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Response 

 

This question pertains to a matter which occurred approximately 5 years ago. Due to its 

complexity, additional time and resources are required to provide an appropriate response. 

As a result, it is not possible to provide a response for this Council Meeting. A response will 

be provided for inclusion in the Business Paper for the Council Meeting of 27 May 2025.  

 

Attachments 

  

Nil. 
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